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High-quality student success systems meet the needs of all students, including those with 
learning disabilities. For this theme, the National Center on Learning Disabilities (NCLD) 
explored the needs of two key constituents: students with disabilities and teachers of 
students with disabilities. The session explored conditions that need to be present for 
student success in high school, and presented a framework for the collaborative and 
instructional foundations needed for student success. The new framework is based on 
recent work between NCLD and WestEd to understand the needs of students with learning 
disabilities and their teachers. 

 

 

Connecting to Team Practice 
Connect theme content with ongoing planning and actions. 

Reflection Question 

What does the “collaborative foundation,” from the NCLD framework, for your student 
success system look like? How are teacher needs, and specifically teacher needs in serving 
students with disabilities, intentionally built into that foundation? Which of the four 
components has the most opportunity for growth? 

Next Steps 

Map the “factors of high school success” from the presentation against the current structure 
and processes of your student success systems. List 3-4 gaps that this highlights in your 
current approach and 3-4 strengths that grow from. 

https://www.gradpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/DistrictNetwork_slides_SWD.pdf


Thriving Together: Strengthening Schools to Support Students with Disabilities: Theme Snapshot 

 

Online Resources 

A Pathway to Change: Building Student Success Systems to Support Students with 
Disabilities - the GRAD Partnership. Students with disabilities graduate at lower rates than 
their nondisabled peers. This paper lays out the research on the challenges students with 
disabilities face reaching graduation, and provides a framework for understanding what 
students with disabilities need to be successful, and acting on those considerations.   

https://www.gradpartnership.org/resources/a-pathway-to-change/ 

The State of Learning Disabilities: Strengthening Educator Confidence to Support Every 
Learner. This resource looks at the conditions that support success for students with 
disabilities and teacher confidence adapting instruction for students with disabilities. 
Survey results exploring these topics are followed by a framework for creating the 
instructional and collaborative foundations necessary for student success. 

https://ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/SoLD_EducatorSurvey_Snapshot.pdf 

Succeeding in High School & Beyond: Insights and Action for Supporting Students with 
Learning Disabilities - The GRAD Partnership. A joint effort between NCLD, GRAD 
Partnership, and WestEd that highlights barriers facing students with learning disabilities 
(LD) and provides a roadmap to better support high school completion and postsecondary 
transitions through four key factors of student success. Based on study data from the 
unique experiences of more than 100 young adults with LD.  

https://www.gradpartnership.org/resources/succeeding-in-high-school-beyond/ 

https://www.gradpartnership.org/resources/a-pathway-to-change/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncld.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F02%2FSoLD_EducatorSurvey_Snapshot.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Clahlman1%40jh.edu%7C9a349c45d4a24b2a1ecd08de6a868984%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C639065323738076760%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WPosyGRf%2BVKoVcWEvAJ%2F2xsX3TlfCceQwbGDULIDzQo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gradpartnership.org/resources/succeeding-in-high-school-beyond/

